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June/July 2026 - Report from Craig Manners, CEO
Visit to Orbus Malawi: 16 June — 7 July 2026
Craig, Caleb & Jonathan Manners

Dear Valued Supporter,

After 16 years, the Orbus schools are ready for some freshening up and general

maintenance. In a resource-challenged environment, upkeep often takes a back seat to
more immediate needs. With God’s help, some perseverance, and the generous
support of friends like you, the Orbus community tackled a challenging list of initial
goals during the three-week visit — and we are pleased to report to you on the activity
undertaken as follows:

Main Goals Achieved

¢ New Bibles: Purchased 55 new Bibles — 50 English Bibles for the Secondary
School library and 5 Chichewa Bibles for the Primary School to refresh their well-
used collection.




Relationships Strengthened: Built and renewed connections with Synod and
Orbus leadership, teachers, staff, students, church members, and the wider
community.

Security & Separation: Began construction of a demarcation wall separating
Primary from Secondary and the girls from the boys’ boarding areas.

Furniture Upgrade: Bought 50 x new student desks (with quotes received for
teachers' furniture).

Signage & First Impressions: Installed new signs and repainted roadside and
entrance signage.

Repairs Completed:
¢ Primary school front entrance brickwork
e Augustine Gardens brickwork
¢ Roundabout seating brickwork between boarding buildings
Creative & Communication: Funded the launch of an Orbus School Magazine.

Multi-Purpose Hall (MPH): Work resumed. The hallis now usable for dining,
church services, school assemblies, classes, and the new vocational training
program.

Painting Refresh:

e Interior painting completed in 10 x Secondary and Primary classrooms,
the nursery, and the Primary Head'’s office.

e Exterior of the second Secondary building painted.

Boarding Refresh Preparation: Left 18 x 5-litre buckets of cream paint, rollers,
brushes, and instructions for Felix to paint the boarding rooms once students
vacate at the end of July.

Sports Equipment: Purchased soccer, basketball and netball balls, a pump, and
a new netballring.

Greening the property: With the protection of trees, and the intentional, regular

planting of new trees over the years, the Orbus property stands out as an oasis of
greenery as you approach the property. We encourage all Australian visitors to
plant some trees on the 5-hectare property. This visit, we planted many
ornamental plants in the Augustine Gardens, plus 10 x Jacaranda and 15 x
Mahogany trees along the boundaries.




e Orbus Vocational Training Centre (OVTC) Launched! We are excited to
announce the official establishment of the Orbus Vocational Training Centre.

To make a small, manageable start, a Tailoring & Design course will begin in
September 2026 as part of the Secondary curriculum.

5 x high-quality Usha sewing machines have been purchased.

Further courses (carpentry, plumbing, etc.) are planned for 2027 and beyond,
with TEVETA registration targeted for accredited certificates.

A joyful commissioning service was held on 7 July 2026 in the MPH, attended by
Synod leadership, Head of Station, past and current headteachers, church
leaders, teachers, staff, students, and Caleb, Jonathan and myself. The OVTC
was formally committed to God and publicly launched.

Sports Ground & Future Vision

The grader has prepared the site for the new sports ground — ready for grass
planting, generating much excitement! The Augustine Gardens & Well area, to be
beautified and kept neat and clean by Form 3 and 4 students, is to become a
shady viewing area to watch sport on the field, and the proposed vision of having
adjacent basketball and netball courts or pads.

Building Plans: Plans have been drawn up, and initial local fundraising already
started, for a separate dedicated Orbus Church building with easy public access
(no need to enter school grounds).

e A New Orbus Primary School? Orbus and the Synod are investigating the

opportunity of potentially starting a second Orbus Primary School at Chingali —
in a remote, strategic Muslim outreach area, north of Ngumbe, in an area
currently without a primary school for 25 km.

Unfinished Business - Prayer Points.
Several important projects remain to be done:

Boarding: New bunk beds and mattresses for the 200 boarders and new shower
and toilet doors (a significant but necessary investment).

Completion of the new kitchen attached to the MPH and almost completed
(urgent). Orbus provides three meals a day, and the new kitchen will make a big
difference and is better located.

Final stages of the sports ground.

More work is required to finish off the MPH.




e The continued water sustainability project, managed by Bruce Miller and
friends.

Potential new Primary School at Chingali. If the management committee decide
to go ahead, we will need to start with a new well to provide water for drinking
and making bricks.

Your continued prayers and support are greatly valued.

On a personal note, we loved every moment at Orbus. There is something truly special
about the school, the people, and the clear sense of God’s purpose there. It was hard to
leave after just three weeks!

Thank you for standing with Orbus. Without God making things happen over the past
almost 20 years of Orbus, and without God using you, the dedicated, small group of
Orbus supporters, none of what you see at Orbus Ngumbe would have been achieved.
Praise and thanks to God!

Below is a selection of photos from the three-week visit.
With sincere and daily gratitude to Jesus Christ,

Craig Manners
On behalf of Caleb, Jonathan, and the entire Orbus Malawi & Australia teams

“Und now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lond, you must
continue te follow him. Let your noats grow dewn inte him, and let your
bives be built en him. Jhen your faith will grow stweng in the tuth you
were taught, and you will cvenflow with thanffulness.” (Cotossians 2:6-7)
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A selection of photos from the past three weeks:




Of Jesus Christ, the Bible makes clear:

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)
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Video clip of a painted classroom: https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BVEF7xmgh/



https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BVEF7xmgh/

“For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end
and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly
come and will not delay.” (Habakkuk 2:3)
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Airport Farewell 7" July 2026.

Your anfailing love, O Lord, s as vast as the heavens;

(Poatm 56:5)




